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Divine Power and Anger diplay’d 


_ 


in. EARTHQUAKES. 
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-- At his Wrath the Earth feall tremble.- 
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us, for our Meditation at this 'Time.. 


moft evident Dictates of Reafon. 


eee 


SS 


pia viy bvts deb rovin dyin Vive ry 


Me Mee I 
BOE 


: Qe ee Bi : : : 
82863 of GOD in theWeek paft,in which 
Pees he hasvifited us with aremarkable 
SeoRse , 
& eg Earthquake,has been the Occafion. 
’ of my felecting the Words before 


If we 
fhould neglect to take a proper Notice, or to 


make a fuitable Improvement of an Event of 
this Kind, we fhould undoubtedly act againft — 
the Light of Nature, the firft Principles, and 
Even thefe 
could teach Fonah’s Mariners in a Tempett, 
every one to arife & call uponhis God : tho’ 
they were Heathen, unenlightned by Revela-. 
tion, Strangersto the Covenant of Promife,and 
| Aliens 












































2 Divine Power and Anger 


Aliens from the Common-Wealth of J/rael. 
They who dwell in the uttermoft Parts of 
the Earth are afraid of his Tokens. Certainly 
therefore our Guilt and Punifhment would be 
enhanced and aggravated, if we fhould omit 
this natural Duty in a Cafe of equal Diftrefs 
and Danger ; if we fhould incur the Character 
of thofe who regard not theWorks oftheLord, 
neither confider the Operation of his Hands. 
We call our felvesChriftians, we profefs the true 
Religion, and enjoy the Means of Grace, the 
Oracles and Ordinances of God in their utmoft 
Purity and Perfection : It may juftly therefore 
be expected that wefhould do more than others 


whoare not favour’d with the likeAdvantages, 


that we fhould be more ferious and circum- 


-fpeét in our Behaviour on fuch an Occafion ; 


more frequent and fervent in our Addreffes at 
the Throne of Grace,more careful and critical in 
our Enquiries into the Grounds of the divine 
Difpleafure,and wherefore ourGod is thus con- 
tending with us. | 

- The God of Patience is yet waiting to be 
gracious ; He is loth to ftrike the fatal Blow, 
to overwhelm us in univerfal and unavoidable 
Deftrudtion. He has Tho’ts of Pity towards 
us; his Heart is:turned within him, his Re- 
pentings are kindled together: How fhall i 
give thee up Ephraim? How {hall 1 deliver 
thee I/rael ? How fhallI make thee as Adinah ? 
How (hall I fer thee as Zeboim ? We may yet 
be reconciled to him in and thro’ our Lord 
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Jefus Chrift, the great and onlyMediator: But 
if thus having Space to repent, we yet repent 
not, Wefhall find that it is a fearful Thing to fall 
into the Hands of the living Ged. If we def- 
pife the Riches of Divine Goodnefs, Forbear- 
ance & Long-fuffering ; there will be nothing 
before us but a certain fearful looking for of 
Judgment and fiery Indignation, which {hall 
devour theAdverfaries. Be not deceived,God 
is not mocked. He will again vifit us withan 
Earthquake, or with fome other defolating 
Judgment ; He has otherJudgments in Store, 
other Arrows in his Quiver: And verily, it 
willthen be more tolerable for Tyre & Sidon, for 
Sodom & Gomorrah than for us. After our 
hard and impenitent Heart,we fhall treafure up 
Wrath again{t the Day of Wrath, andthe Re- 
velation of the righteous Judgment of God. 
© At his Wrath the Earth fhall tremble,and the 
‘ Nations fhall not be able to abide his Indig- 
* nation. 

In handling the Words, I propofe to confi- 
der two Propofitions which are evidently 1m- 
plied in them, and which may make Way for 
the Enquiry, What Improvement we are to 
make of the awful Providence in the Week 
pat. — At his Wrath the Earth fhall tremble.— 
This teaches us that an Earthquake isa Work 


of Almighty Power, anda Token of Divine 


Anger. 
1. An Earthquake is a Work of Almighty 


_ Power. 
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4. Divine Power and Anger 


No Doubt natural Caufes may be affigned 
for this Phenomenon. An imprifoned Vapour 
too clofely pent, or too firongly comprefled in 
the Caverns beneath, will,thro’ a natural Elafti-: 
city, abhor Confinement, dilate and expand, 
{well and heave up the Surface of the Earth, 
producing a Tremor and Commotion, till it 
either finds Vent,or, from fome other Caufe, it 
is fmothered, and its Violence abated. Could 
we look: into the Vaults below,over which we 
now walk withoutFear,andin fo much feeming 
Security,to fee the tremendous_4ppararus there: 
in fomePlaces,immenfe Tracts of Sulphureous 
and Combuttible Materials that lie buried, and 
wait for Nothing but a fingle Spark to tear all 
before them in a fudden and irrefiftable Explo- 
fion ; In others, how thin the Arch which in- 
terpofes between us and a Furnace of Flame, 
which curls up againft it, waftsitaway,caufes 
it to grow thinner and thinner, and lefs able 
to fupport us: Should we not fhudder at fuch 


a-Profpect,when the Imagination of it fills us 


with fo much Horror and Amazement ! And 
yet this.is very probably the State &Condition 
of our Globe atprefent. Ithasa naturalTen- 


‘dency toa final Conflagration. It is kept in 
Store and-eferved unto Fire againft the Day 


of Judgment and Perdition of ungodly Men. 


And that fame Difpofition of Things which 


fits it for this Cataftrophe, renders it alfo liable 


to Earthquakes, 
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But we muft not imagine from hence,that an 
Earthquake, becaufe it may be accounted for 
on Philofophical Principles, isa cafual Event,or 
that fome Chance has happened unto us. It 
is God at Work, tho’ he works by the Inter- 
vention of fecond Caufes. Tho’ it isno Mr 
racle,it is the Effect of Almighty Power: This 
is frequently declared in the facred Pages : Nay 
this is taken for granted in the Context as an 
indifputable Point ; and Jehovah proves himfelf 
to be the only true God, in Oppofition to all 

the Idols of the Heathen,from this very Argu- 
ment, ‘ The Lord is the true God ;_ He is the 


* living God, and an everlafting King ; at his 


* Wrath the Earth fhall tremble, and the Nati- 
ons fhall not be able to abide his Indignation. 
How often do we find this wonderful and 


terrible Work afcribed to God in the holy 
Scriptures ? He looketh on the Earth and it 


trembleth ; He toucheth the Hills and they 


{moke. At his Command a Vulcanoe is li’t 


up to the univerfal Terror and Confternation 
of the guiltyInhabitantsroundit. Deep groans 


the affrighted Earth, at his Prefence ; and the 


awful Sound is Eeernarseed from Onna to 


Cavern thro’ all its moft intricate,zloomy and 


profound Receiles. The whole Continent 


thivers & quakes to its remoteft Foundations; 


the Pillars of Heaven trembleand are-aftonith’d 
at his Reproof.t ‘ The Voice of the Lord fha- 


“keth the Wildernefs, the Lord fhaketh the 


“"Wildernefs of Kadefh.* The Voice of thy 


) B ‘Thunder 
+ Pial. xxix.8..~ * -Pfal. xcvii. 4, 
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6 Divine Power and Anger 


‘ Thunder was in the Heaven: the Lightnings 
’ lightned the World, the Earth faw, trembled 
‘*andfhook. TheHills melted like Wax at the 
 Prefence of the Lord, at the Prefence of the 
‘ Lord of the whole Earth.’ Howexaltedand 
fublime thefe glowing Periods of Infpiration, 
in which the fhaking of the Earth is exprefly 

aflerted to be a Work of Almighty Power ! 
When the glorious God has,upon particular 
Occafions,made a miraculous Defcent uponour 
Earth, he has frequently been attended with 
an Earthquake, as one of the Tokens of his 
fpecial Pretence. So at the Promulgation of 
theLaw,inallitsTerrors,totheattendin o Tribes, 
t ‘Mount Sinai was altogether on a Smoke, 
‘ becaufe the Lord defcended upon it in Fire : 
and theSmoke thereof afcended as theSmoke 
of a Furnace, andthe whole Mount quaked 
greatly.” We have anotherDefcription of this 
memorable Event in the Song of Deborah and 
Barak ;* * Lord, when thou wenteft out of 
‘ Serr, when thou marchedft out of the Field 
‘ of Edom, the Earth trembled,and theHeavens 
dropped,the Clouds alfo dropped Water. The 
Mountains melted from before the Lord,even 
that Siaai from before the Lord God of I/rael.’ 
‘So alfo the Plalmift, it is probable in Allufion 
to this, expreffes himfelf with Eloquence more 
than mortal, + ‘When J/rae/ went out of Egypt, 
‘the Houle of ‘facob from a People of ftrange 
‘ Language, fudah was his Sanctuary ,andJ/rael 
| ‘ his 

* Judg. v. 4. + Pfal. cxiv. 1, Exod, xix, 29. 
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¢ hisDominion. The Sea faw it and fled, Jor- 
¢ dan was driven back. TheMountains fkipped 
‘like Rams, the little Hills like Lambs. What 
‘ ailed, thee O thou Sea, that thou fleddett ? 
‘Thou Jordan, that thou wadt driven back? 
‘Ye Mountains that ye fkipped like Rams! 
‘and ye little Hills like Lambs? Tremble 
‘thou Earth at the Prefence of the Lord, -at 
‘ th-Prefence of theGod of Faced.’ WhenGod 
afterwards appeared toElijah in the fame Place, 
it was with the fame terrible Circumftances. 
An Earthquake was his Attendant.— ‘Behold 
‘ the Lord paffed by, and a ,great and {trong 
¢ Wind rent the Mountains,and break in Pieces 
‘the Rocks before the Lord,and after theWind 
‘an Earthquake. | | 

This may fuffice to illuftrate the firft Thing 
propofed, That anEarthquake,tho’it may be ac- 
countedfor on natural Principles, is notwith- 
ftanding theWork of AlmightyPower. Thefu- 
preamBeing firft appointed&regulatedtheLaws 
of Nature,with infniteWifdom & uncontroula- 
bleSovereignty. He over-rules them all, fufpends 
or alters them as he pleafes. He does hisPlea- 
fare among the Armies of Heaven, above, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth beneath ; 
None can ftay his Hand, controul hisCounfels, 
difappoint his Purpofes, or fay unto him, what 
doeftthou? He formed ourGlobe of fuch aCon- 


(Hitution as to be liable to Earthquakes. And he 


_ produces them at fuch Times,in fuch Places,and 


Gnfuch Degrees of Violence & Severity, as are 
) moft 


+ 1 King. xix. 11. 
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8 Divine Power and Anger 


moft for his Glory, and beft calculated to ac- 
complifh the Defigns of his Providence, in the 
Government of the natural and the moral 
World. We proceed to fay, 


I]. An Earthquake ts not only the Effect of 
Almighty Power, butaToken of Divine Wrath. 
— At his Wrath the Earth fhall tremble— 


This will evidently appear if we confultthe 
facred Hiftory. To go as farback as theDays 
of Noah; When God faw the Wickednefs of 
Man that it was great upon the Earth, his 
Anger was kindled, and. he woeriwheniied 
it with a Flood of Waters. ‘The Foundations 


of the great Deep were broken up ; whichno 


Doubt was attended with horrible Concuffion, 
Then the Windows from on high were o- 
pened, andthe Foundations of the Earth were 
fhaken. ‘The Waters.rored and were troub- 
led, the Mountains fhook with the fwelling 
thereof. So when God defcended in the 
Fiercenefs of his Anger to deftroy Sodom, and 
the other guilty Cities which were fprinkled 
over the Plain; an Earthquake was employed 
upon this Occafion: while at the fame Time 
Fire and Brimftone fhowers impetuous from 
Heaven, deluges the Valley, and compleats the 
Ruin. * ‘ Then the Lord rained upon Sodom 
‘and Gomorrah Brimftone and Fire from the 
* LordoutofHeaven. And heoverthrew thofe 
‘ Cities, and all the Plain, ,and all the Inhabi- 
* tants 


*- Gen, xix. 54.. 
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‘ tants of the Cities, and that which grew upon 
‘the Ground.’ ‘This was the Punifhment of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram, when they laid an 
impious Claim to the Employment,theHonors 
and the Privileges of the Priefthood,which God 
had confined to the Family of -4aron. The 
Anger of God was kindled againit them for 
their prefumptuous and facrilegious Attempt. 
At his Wrath the Earth trembled, andthe bold 
Confpirators were hurled headlong, plunged 
promifcuous and precipitant into the hideous: 
Vaults below. Down they funk,as they were 
in the veryA¢€t to facrifice,and infolently with- 
{tood Mo/es in the View & at the Head of the 
Rebel Congregation. Let us turn to the Ac- 
count, as it is tranfmitted-to us in the Oracles’ 


of Infpiration : * ‘ And Mofes faid, Hereby ye 


‘ fhall know that the Lord hath fent me to do: 


‘all thefe Works : For I have not done them 
‘of my ownMind. If thefe Men dic the com- 


‘mon Death of all Men, or if they be vifited: 


‘ after the Vifitation of all Men, then theLord 
‘hathnotfentme. Butif theLordmake anew 
‘Thing, and the Earth open her Mouth, and 
‘fwallow them up, with all that appertain unto 
‘them, and they go down quick into the Pit ; 


* then ye fhall underitand that thefe Men have: 


‘ provoked the Lord. And it'came to pafs,as 
‘he had made an End of fpeaking: all thefe 
‘Words, that the Ground clave afunder that 


* was under them’: And:the Earth opened her 


‘ Mouth, 


* Numb, xvi, 28; 
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10 Divine Power and Anger 


‘Mouth, and fwallowed them np, and their 
‘ Houfes, and all the Men that appertainedun- 
‘to Korah,and all their Goods. They,and all 
‘that appertained to them, went down alive 
‘into the Pit, and the Earth clofed upon them, 
‘ and they perifhed from among theCongrega- 
© tion. And all [/rae/ that were round about 
“them, fled at the Cry of them ; forthey faid, 
‘ Left the Earth fwallow us up alfo.’ So alfo 
when the Philiftines invaded the Land of [/rae/ 
in the Days of Sau/, God appeared for the De- 
liverance of his People, and the Confufion of 
their Enemies. He refented their unreafona- 
ble and unrighteous Encroachments, {truck a 
Panic into them,and deftroyed them byMeans 
of an Earthquake. { ‘ And there was trem- 
‘ bling in the Hoft, in the Field,and among all 
‘the People : theGarrifon,& the Spoilers, they 
‘ alfo trembled, and the Earth quaked : fo it 
‘was agreat Trembling. AndtheWatchmen 
‘ of Saulin Gibeah of Benjamin looked ; and be- 
‘ hold the Multitude melted away ; and they 
‘ went on beating down one another.’ Once 
more, when the glorious God would in the 
moft effectual Manner teftify hisAnger againft 
the moft enormous and execrable Crime that 
ever was committed in our World, he did 
by an Earthquake. At the Crucifixion of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift,we read particularly, 7 ‘that 
‘theEarth did quake,and the Rocks rent.’ Thus 


we fee that an Earthquake is to be look- 
ed 


+ x Sam. xiv. 15,16. + Matth, xxvii. 951. 
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ed upon as a’T'oken of divine Anger, fince it 
appears, from the facred Pages, that the Sins 


of a People have been frequently punifhed by 


this moftterribleJudgment. Thus theP{almitt,* 
‘Then the Earth fhook & trembled,the Foun- 
‘ dations alfo of the Hills moved & were fha- 
‘ken, becaufe he was Wroth.’ 

How often do we find this Judgment de- 
nounced by the Prophets,againft a degenerate 
and finful People ! { * Behold the Day of the 
‘ Lord cometh, cruel both withWrath & fierce 
‘ Anger, to lay the Land defolate ; and he fhall 

deftroy the Sinners thereof out of it. And I 
will punifh the World for their Evil, and the 
Wicked fortheirIniquity. And 1 will caufethe 
Arogancy of the Proud to ceafe, andlay low 
the Haughtinefs of the Terrible. ‘Therefore 
I will fhake the Heavens,and the Earth fhall 
remove out of her Place,in the Wrath of the 
‘Lord of Hofts, and inthe Day of his fierce 
Anger.  ‘ Thou fhalt be vifited of theLord 
of Hofts withThunder, and with Earthquake, 
and with greatNoife,with Storm &Tempeft, 
and the Flame of devouring Fire.’ | ‘ This 


r x al *~ ee tit “a “~ 
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© People is foolifh, they have not known me, 
they are fottifh Children, and they havenone . 
Underftanding : they are wife todo Evil,but 


Re & 


to do Good they have no Knowlege. Ibe- 
held the Earth; and lo,it was without Form 
and void,and the Heavens, and they had no 
‘Light. I beheld the Mountans, and lo, they 
) trembled, 
* Pfal.xviii.7, {fai.xiiiar, Ufai.xxix.6. + Jer.iv.22. 
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‘ trembled, and all the Hills moved lightly. I 
© beheld, and lo there was no Man, and allthe 
‘ Birds of the Heaven were fled. I beheld,and 


* lo,the fruitful Place. was a Wildernefs,and all 
© the Cities thereof were broken down at the 


‘ Prefence of the Lord,and by his fierceAnger.’ 
* In myJealoufy,and in the Fire of myWrath 


“have I fpoken, Surely-there ihall be a great 
‘ Shaking in the Land, fo that the Fifhes of the 
“ Sea, and the Fowls of the Heaven, and the 


‘ Beafts of the Field, and all creeping Things 


that creep upon the Earth, and all the Men 
‘* that are upon.the Face of the Earth, fhall 


‘ fhake at my Prefence; and the Mountains 


-* fhall be thrown:down, andthe {teep Places 
© fhall fall, & everyWall fhall falltothe Ground. 


‘ ¢ ‘Blow the Trumpet in Zioz,and found an 


* Alarm in my holy Mountain, Jet all the In- 
“ habitants of the Land tremble, for the Day 


‘ of the Lord cometh,it isnigh at Hand.—The 


© Earth fhall quake, the Heavens fhalltremble, 


‘ the Sun and the Moon {hall be dark, and the 
¢ Stars fhall withdraw their fhining. 

Upon the whole then, it evidently appears, 
from what we have heard, thatan Earthquake 


is not only an Effect of Almighty Power, but 


a Token of Divine Anger. It is a Judgment 


upon a Land, and it.isto be looked upon as 


fuch. . God threatens itas fuchagainfta finful 


and degenerate People: And in this Manner 


he has in Fact frequently teftified his Anger 
againtt 
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againft Sin, and executed his Purpofes againft 
the Sinner. It certainly follows, that when- 
evera People are thus vifited, they fhould ac- 
knowlege the mighty Hand of God,and hum- 
ble themfelves under it ; they fhould know 
the Rod, and who hath appointed it.. Some 
of the Leffons it is expected we fhould learn 
from a Providence ofthis Nature, and fome of 
the Tempers it fhould produce in us, agreable 
to what we have heard at this Time, I propofe 
at prefent to mention. 

I. Is it as we have heard, Is an Earthquake 
the Work of God? This fhould give us awful 
Ideas and fuitable Apprehenfions of theDivine 
Majefty, andthe Neceflity we ftand in of his 
Favour. 7 

Shall not his Dread fall upon us, and his 
Excellency make us afraid? Shall not our 
Filefh tremble for fear of him, fhall we not be 
afraid of his Judgments? Fear ye not me, 
faith the Lord, will ye not tremble at my Pre- 
‘fence? * * The Lord reigneth, let thePeople 
‘tremble: He fitteth between theCherubims, 
let the Earth be moved.’ What little and con- 
temptible Creatures are we in his Sight ? Be- 
hold the Nations are as a Drop of the Bucket, 
and are counted as the fmall Daft of the Bal- 
lance. Behold he taketh up the Ifles asa very 
littie Thing : He fhakes the Mountains in his 
Anger ; , He heaves the folid Earth from it’s 
Batis. : i 
C What 


es Pfal. XCIX, Ie 






































14. Divine Power and Anger 


What are all the magnificent Structures of 
Art, or ftupendous Labours of Men, before 
that God, who when he pleafes, can tear them 
from theit F oundation, or plunge them. into 

the gaping Abyfs? What is all the Pomp and 
Grandeur of the moft magnificent Earthly Mo- 
narch, to that divine “Defcription of the 
‘Prophet? *‘ God came from Teman, and the 
‘ holy One fromMount Paran. Selah. HisGlory 

‘ covered the Heavens, and the Earth was full 
‘ of his Praife. He ftood,& meafured theEarth: 
‘ he beheld,and drove afunder the Nations,and | 
‘ the everlafting Mountains were fcattered, the 

‘ perpetual Hills did bow: his Ways are Ever- 
‘Jafting. [faw theTentsof Cufhan in Affliction: 

‘and the Curtains of the Land of Midian did 
‘tremble. "The Mountains faw thee, and they 
‘ trembled: the overflowing of theWater pafled 

‘by: the Deep uttered his Voice, and lift up 
‘ bis Hands on high.’ So alfo at theRefurrecti- 
on of ourLord fefusChrift from theDead,when 
he triumphed over Death & the Grave, and led 
CaptivityCaptive, +. Behold there wasa great 
‘ Earthquake * 

Shall we not, from what we ava heard,en- 
deavour after that Fear of the Lord, which is 
the Beginning of Wifdom,and which will ren- 
der us cautious how we offend him ? He is 
wife in Heart, and mighty in Strensth, who 

hath hardned himfelf againft Him, and hath 
profpered?) Whoremoveth the Mountains,and 


they 


* Hab, ili 3,6, 7,10 + Matth, xxviii 2, 
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they know not; who overturneth them in his 
Anger. Who fhaketh the Earth out of her 
Place, and the Pillars thereof tremble. Of what 
infinite Confequence and Importance is it,that 
we have this God for our Friend, that we ac- 
quaint our felves with him, and be at Peace. 
This will fupport us, give usa Prefence of 
Mind, a Courage,and a Dignity,amidft all the 
Convulfions of the Earth, the Ruins of dif- 
folving of Nature. How glorioufly animating 
is that fublimeRapture of thePfalmilt ! * “God 
‘isour Refuge and Strength ; a very prefent 
‘Help in Trouble. Therefore will we not 
é fear, tho’ the Earth be removed, and tho’ the 
¢ Mountains be caft into the Midft of the Sea. 
¢ Tho’ the Waters thereof rore and are trou- 
‘bled, tho’ the Mountains fhake with the 
‘ fwelling thereof. There is a River, the 
© Streams whereof make glad the City of our 
‘ God,the holy Place of the Tabernacles of the 
‘ moft High. God is in the midft of her ; fhe 
¢ thall not be moved : God fhall help her,and 
‘ that right early.—The Lord of Hotts is with 
‘us, the God of Facob is our Refuge.” — The 
‘Man who has the Teftimony of a good Conf- 
cience, and who is fenfible that hisMaker loves 
him ; who fees God in Chrift reconciling hin. 


to himfelf,accepting him as Righteous, andnot © 


imputing his Trefpafles to him ;, O, with what 
facred Serenity and Triumph, may he view 
thefe terrible Works of God, and turvey the 

Gisisil 1 ~ Defolations 


* Pfal. xlvi. I. 
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16 Divine Power and Anger 


Defolations which he has made in the Earth ! 
And thefe are the only Principles that will 
fupport and abide by us in an Earthquake, 
when the gay Infidel, the licentiousLibertine, 
and the bold Blafphemer, forget their wonted 
Mirth and Frenzy, and tremble in the neat 
Views of amiferable Eternity. Where can we 
fly forRefuge, but to God our Maker,in & thro’ 
our Lord Jefus Chritt,the great and only Media- 
tor? “Who elfe will be able to protect us inthe 
Day of the Lord’s Anger, when the Earth (hall 
tremble at hisWrath? ‘This leads me to fay, 

I]. [s it’ as we have heard; This fhould 
teach us the Vanity of all Confidence in the 
Creature, and the Uncertainty of all Earthly 
Enjoyments. 

Let us not put our Confidence in an Arm 
of Flefh. Letusceafe from Man,whofeBreath 
is In his Noftrils, for wherein is he to beac- 
counted of/—Man that is a Worm,and theSon 
of Man that is a Worm.— What Defence can 
we expect here, when’ God arifeth to fhake 
terribly the Earth ? On what Creature can we 
depend with Succefs,when even the Ground, 
on which we tread, is not able to fupport us? 

Where can we meet witlia laftingPoffeffion, 
when our very Lands, which one wouldthink 
would bid the faireft for it of any Thing here 
below, ‘when even thefe are liable to be funk 
in an Earthquake, and their Place no moreto 
be found? How great the Folly of thofe who 
place their fupream Felicity in the Poffeffions 


and 
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and Acquirements of a vain Earth ! Who heap | 
up Silver as the Duft, and prepare Raimentas 
the Clay ! Who fay to Gold, Thou art my u 
Hope, and to the fine Gold, Thou art myCon- ij 
fidence ! Their inward Thought is, that their 
Houtes fhall continue for ever, andtheirDwel- n 
ling-Places to all Generations ; they call their Vi 
Lands after their ownNames. O the Deceit- mE 
fulnefs of Riches ! What is itthat thus inchants a 
and infatuates the Generality of Mankind, for | 
the obtaining of which, they toil and labour, oe 
facrifice all their Eafe here,and frequently fore- eo 
go all their Hopes of Happinefs hereafter ? Zz 
Uncertain Riches, which may make themfelvyes 

Wings,. and flee away as. the Eagles towards i. 
Heaven,or which may be fuddenly overthrown © a 
by an Earthquake, and buried deep in the 
Subteraneous Vaults ; never more to fee the 
Light, till they are illuminated by the Flames 
of the laitConflagration. Let notthe rich Man 
} then glory in his Riches, tor he that truft- 
} thin his Riches fhall fall. God fhall deftroy 
| thee for ever: He fhall take thee away, and 




















pluck thee out of thyDwelling-Place,and root ; 
thee out of the Landof theLiving. TheRigh- ‘ 
teous alfo fhall fee and laugh at him. Lo,this | i 
is the Man that made not God his Strength, ‘ 
but trufted in the Abundance of his Riches! 7 
They profit not in the Day of Wrath, when ; 


} theFoundations of the Earth tremble.—T hey 
that truft in their Wealth,and boatt themfelves 
in the Multitude of theirRiches ; Noneof them 


can 
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18 Divine Power and Anger 


can by anyMeans redeem his Brother,or give to 
God a Ranfom for hisSoul. So at the Deftructi- 
on of Babylou,by an Earthquake,the Merchants 
of theEarth are reprefented as utterly unable to 
help her, and as lamenting over her in all the 


difmal Accents of Defpair ;* ‘ TheMerchants, 


‘ which were made richbyher, fhall{tandatar 
‘ off, for the fear of herTorment, weeping and 
‘ wailing. And faying,Alas,alas,that greatCity, 


© that was cloathed in fine Linen, and Purple, 
© and Scarlet, ; and decked with Gold, & pre- 


‘ clousStones,&Pearls: ForinoneHour fo great 
* Riches is come to nought ! 
Seeing then swe have here no continuing 


City, fhall we not be exhorted to feck ano-— 


ther, which is an heavenly, to layup Trea- 


fure in Heaven, and to feek after the true Ri- 
ches, even durable Riches and Righteoufnels, 


thofe Things which remain, for they cannot 
be fhaken: “hat we may know what is the 
Hope of our Calling, and what the Riches of 


the Glory of our Inheritance among theSaints, 


even that Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 


and that fadeth not away, referved in Heaven 


toner | 

III. What we have heard teaches us the 
Evil of Sin, with the Neceflity of fincere Re- 
pentance, and thoro’ Reformation. » 

We are a finful and degenerate People, and 
the Love of many waxes cold. Where is the 
Lord God of Eijab, the Spirit that animated 

our 

= ACV. RVIN, 15; 
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our pious Predeceflors? Where is that exem- 
plary, ftrict and uniform De¥otion, that flam- 
ing Zeal for God and Religion, which once fo 
remarkably adornedand diftinguifhed thisPeo- 
ple? This, which was our Glory, is in a eteat 
Meafure departed from us. We need to be 
fhaken out of our Sleep, to be roufed out of 
our Lethargy, our fupine Indolence, our Care- 
lefnefs and'carnal Security. This no Doubt 
was the Defign of the alarming Providencé in 
the Week paft. We have heard a Voice of 
Trembling, of Fear, and not of Peace. The 
Voice of God to us was as that of the Mari- 
ners to Jonah ;+ ‘What meaneftthou,OSleeper ? 
f Arife, call upon thy God ; if fo be, that God 

‘ will think upon us,that we perifh not.’ The 


Voice of God to us was’as that to the Church of 


Ephefus;t * Remember from-whence thou art 
‘ fallen, and repent,and do thy firftWorks,left 
‘I come unto thee quickly, and remove thy 


© Candleftick out of its Place.’ 


It was a terrible Night, the moft fo,perhaps, 
that ever New-EnGLanp faw. When we 
remember it, we ate afraid,&Trembling taketh 
hold of our Flefh. And it was Sin that 
provoked God to appear againft us in foawful 
a Manner ; and the Land to tremble and for- 
row.— At Hi Wrath the Earth trembled. — 
Shall not the Land tremble for this; and 
every one mourn that dwelleth therein ? God 
might juftly have overwhelmed us in the 


Fiercenefs 
r + Jon. re 6, 1g Rey, i, 5i 
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20 Divine Power and Anger 


Fiercenefs of his Anger, have crufhed us in 
our Beds, or buried us in the Bowels.of the 
Earth. We might have ferved as a fearful 
Example to fome future People, of the pernici- _ 
ous Confequences, and fatal Effects of Sin. So 

it is threaten’d to a rebellious and impenitent 
People ; * ‘ The Generation to come of the 
* Children that {hall arife after you, and the 
‘ Stranger that fhall come from a far Land,fhall 
‘fay, when they fee the Plagues of thatLand, 


* and that the whole Landis Brimftone, and 


‘ Salt,and Burning,that it is not fown nor bear- 
‘ eth, nor any Grafs. groweth therein, like the 
‘ Overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah 


"and Zebsim, which the Lord overthrew in 


‘ his Anger, andin hisWrath: even allNations 


* fhall fay, wherefore hath the Lord done thus 


* unto this Land? What meaneth the Heatof 
‘ this great Anger?) Then Men fhall fay, be- 
‘ caufe they have forfaken the Covenant of the 
‘Lord God of their Fathers.’. Then might 
have been made over us that Lamentation of 
the Prophet ; { ‘ How hath the Lord covered 
‘the Daughter of Zion, with a Cloud, in his 
‘ Anger,and caft down,from the Heaven tothe 
‘ Earth, the Beauty of J/rae/, and remembred 
‘not his Footftool in the Day of his Anger! 
‘ The Lord hath fwallowed upall the Habita- 
‘tions of facob, and hath not pitied ; he hath 
‘ thrown down in hisWrath the {trong Holds 
‘ of the Daughter of Fudah, he hath brought 
them 


* Deut. xxix. 22. + Lam. ii. 1, 25°5. 
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‘them down to the Ground. The Lord was 
‘an Enemy, he hath fwallowed up J/rae/, he 
‘hath fwallowed up all her Palaces ; he hath 
* deftroyed his ftrong Holds,and hath encreafed 
‘in theDaughter of fudahMourning & Lamen- 
‘tation.’ This might juftly have been ourCon- 
demnation. Is it not then an evil Thing and 
a bitter, that we have forfaken the ord our 
God? Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, let 
us be perf{waded. Let the Sinners in Zion be 
afraid, let Fearfulnefs furprize the Hypocrites 
thereof. 

But behold the Goodnefs as wellas Severity 
of God ! and may this Goodnefs of God lead 
us to Repentance. He is yet giving us Space 
to repent ; he is yet waiting to be gracious to 
us. He has not dealt with us as our Iniquities 
deferve ; the Day of Grace is not over with 
us, nor the Door of Mercy fhutagainftus. In 
the midft of Wrath, he has remembred. Mercy, 
nor fuffered the deftroying Angel to lay defo- 
late the Habitations of his People. O may our 
warmeft Gratitude be excited upon this Occa- 
fion, and may we ftudy what we fhall render. 
Let our future Lives be devoted, with double 
Diligence, to the Service of our gracious Pre- 
ferver, and our beft Benefactor. Let us, with- 
out any Delay, repent of our paft Sins, with a 
fincere & thoro’ Repentance ; thatRepentance 
which is unto Life, never to be repented of. 
May we fly to theMercies of God,in and thro’ 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, the oreat and only Me- 

D- diator 
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diator between God & Man. May we know 
and acknowlege the God of our Fathers; may 
we ferve him with a perfect Heart, and with 
a willing Mind. 

How happy would it be, if this awful Pro- 
vidence fhould be blefled by God, to the pro- 
ducing a univerfal Reformation of Manners, 
anda Revival of Religion among us! When 
the Spirit was poured out upon the Apo- 
{tles & Profeflors of the primiuve Church, it 
was attended with anEarthquake. So we read, 
+ * And when they had prayed,the Place was 

* fhaken where they were aflembled together, 
‘andthey were all filled with the Holy Ghoft- 


“May God grant fuch a plentiful Effufion of 


his Spirit, at this Time, in his convincing and 
converting Influences. May he pour out his 
Spirit upon his People, and his Blefling upon 
their Ofispring. Soan Earthquake wasfancti- 
fied to the Converfion of the Failor, who had 
‘Pau! and Silas under his saneatae ; * © Andag 
:  Micnig rht Panl & Silas prayed, and fangPrai- 
‘fes unto God : and the Prifoners heardthem. 
‘ And fuddaaly there was a great Karthquake, 
‘fo that the Foundations of the Prifon, were 
; thaken : : and imnicdiately all the Doors were 
‘ opened, and every ones Bands were loofed. 
‘ And the Keeper of the Prifon awaking out 
‘ of his Sleep, and feeing the Prifon Doors o- 
“pen, he drew out his Sword ,and would have 
* killed. himfelf, fuppofing that the Prifoners 
* had 

+ Act. iv. 31. * Acts xvi, 25. 














difplayed in ERTHQUAKXS. 23 


‘ had been fled. But Pau/ cried with a loud 
‘ Voice, faying, Do thy felf no Harm ; for we 
‘areall here. Then hecalled for a Light,and 
‘ fprang in, and came trembling,and fell down 
‘ beforePaul andSilas ; and brought them out, 
¢ and faid,Sirs,what mu{t I do to be faved? And 
‘ they faid, Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
‘and thou fhalt be faved, and thy Houfe. And 
‘they fpake unto him the Word of the Lord, 
‘ andto allthat were inhis Houfe. And hetook 
‘ them the fameHour of the Night,and wafhed 
‘ their Stripes ; and was baptized, he, and all 
‘his, ftraightway. And when he had brought 
¢ them into his Houfe, he fat Meat before them, 
‘ and rejoyced, believing in God with all his 
‘Houfe. Could we fee the People of this 
Land, thus enquiring what they fhall do tobe 


faved,& flocking asDoves unto theirWindows, 


then the Lord God of our Fathers would be 
with us,as he was with our Fathers,and never 
leave us nor forfake us. Happy is thatPeople 
that is in fuch.a Cafe, yea happy is thatPeople 
whofeGod is the Lord! We might then pray 
with the ftrongeftAffurances of Succefs ; **O 
¢ God, thou haft caft us off, thou haft fcattered 


ws, thou haft been difpleafed ; O turn thy 


‘ felf to us again. Thou haft made the Earth 
‘to tremble; thou haft broken it ; heal the 
¢ Breaches thereof, for it fhaketh. 

But -I haften to fay, 


“De “VW. What 


_* Pfal. Ix. 1. 
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24. Divine Power and Anger 


IV. What we have heard fhould teach us 
the Neceffity of being ina conftant a¢tualRea- 
dinefs for a dying Hour. 

A Sentence of Deathis pafled upon all. ‘The 
Living know that they muft die. We know 
that thou wilt bring us to Death ; but we. 
know not the Time, nor the Manner of our 
Death, nor in what Form the laft Enemy fhall 
approach us. We know not when theMafter 
fhall call forus,whether atEvening, or atMid- 
night, at the Cock-crowing,or in the Morning. 
Whenever it fhall be, may our Loins be girt, 
our Lamps trim’d and burning. May we fo 
number our Days, as that we may apply our 
‘Hearts untoWifdom. May we devote all our. 
Talents to the Glory of our Lord, and employ 
them in his Service. May we be peepetually 
induftrious in fome Part of that Work which 
he has allotted us. Blefled is that Servant 
whom his Lord,when he cometh, fhall find fo 
doing. 

When we fcruple the Lawfulnefs of any 
“Action, in which we are engaged,let us ima- 
gine how we fhould feel if we were furprizd, 
in the midft of it, by an Earthquake ; and not 
‘dare to do anyThing which we fufpect would 
then give us Caufe of uneafy Reflection. 

By thus going on in an uninterruptedCourfe 
of Duty, leading a holy and confcientiousLife, 
realifing our own Diffolution, and habituating 
‘our felves to the Thoughts of it, we fhall by 
Degrees, with the Affiftance of Divine ae 
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be greatly victorious over the Fears of Death, 
| and in a conftant actual Readinefs for its Ap- 
proach: Nor need we be anxiousastothe Time, 
the Manner,or theCircumftances ofit. Should 
we be foon alarmed,& taken away by the fatal 
Stroke ; the Difficulties and Temptations of 
Life will be the fooner over, and our Paflage 
thro’ this Vale of Tears of a fhorter Continu- 
/ ance. Should our Attack from the laftEnemy 
be fudden; our Tranfition will befo muchthe 
quicker and the eafier, to the Regions of im- oe 
mortal Glory : Should it be painful; Heaven 7. 
will be fo much the more welcome,when we ae 
arrive there: Should it be attended with the a 
moft formidableCircumitances ; bleffed beGod, 
we may be flill fecure: Tho’ the Body fhould 
be crufh’d in an Earthquake, or fink deep in 
the Subteraneous Vaults ; the Soul thall be 
catch'd away,and tower aloft,upon the Pinions 
of Guardian Angels ; fafe and unhurt, amid{t 
_this Difcord of Nature, this Convulfion of jar- 
ring Elements, the Wrecks of Matter, and the 
Cruth of Worlds. . The Soul and the Body are 
| indeed at prefent feperated: but witha fure | 
and certain Hope of being again re-united, in ae 
better and more glorious Circumftances ; at 
that illuftrious and tremendous Day, when the 
Earth fhall give up the Dead that are in it. | 
3 This leads me to fay, | 
V. and Laftly, Earthquakes fhould remind. | 
| us of the fecond Coming of our Lord Jefus 
| Chrift, at the Day of Judgment. 
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They are defigned to be Warnings to the 
World, that this Day of the Lord is at Hand: 
It is near, it is near, andit hafteth greatly,when 
theHeavens fhall pafsaway, with a greatNoie ; 
‘and thcElements {hall melt, with ferventHeat.’ 
As a Prelude to this, we read, | ‘ There fhall 
“be Earthquakes in divers Places ; * There 
‘ fhall be Signs in the Sun,and in theMoon,and 
‘in the Stars; and upon the Earth, Diftrefs of 
‘Nations, with Perplexity, the Sea and the 
‘ Waves roring ; Mens Hearts failing them for 
‘ Fear,and for looking after thofeThings, which 
‘ are coming on the Earth: for the Powers of 
‘ Heaven fhall be fhaken. Andthen fhall they 
‘ feethe Son of Man, coming ina Cloud, with 
‘Power and great Glory: f ‘ Thus faith 
‘the Lord of Hofts, yet once, it is a little 
¢ while, and I will thake the Heavens, and the 
¢ Barth, and the Sea, and the dry Land: And 
‘1 will fhake all Nations, and the Defire of all 
‘ Nations fhall come.’ Antichrift fhall firftbe 
deftroyed by the Breath of the Lord,and by the 
Brightnefs of hisAppearance. AnEarthquake 
fhall be employed on this Occafion. So it is 
defcribed by Fohn in his Revelations, | ‘And 
‘ the feventh Angel poured out his Vial into the 
‘ Air; and there camea great Voice outof the 
‘ Temple of Heaven, from the Throne,faying, 
‘It isdone. Andthere wereVoices,andThun- 
‘ ders, and Lightnings ; and there was a great 
‘ Earthquake, fuch as was not fince Men were 

| | * upon 


¢ Matth.xxiv.7. * Luk.xxias. + Hag.ii.6, Rev. xvi.17. 
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| “upon the Earth, fomighty anEarthquake,and 
| *fo great. And the great City. was divided 
‘into three Parts, and the Cities of theNations 
‘fell: andgreat Babylon cameinRemembrance 
‘ before God, to give unto her the Cup of the .) 
‘ Wine of the Fiercenefs of his Wrath. And | 
‘ every Ifland fled away, and the Mountains 
‘ were not found.’ * * And a mighty Angel 
‘took up a Stone likea greatMilftone,and catt 
© tt to the Sea, faying, Thus with Violence 
_. © fhall that great City Babylon be thrown down, 
_ © and fhall be found no more at all. And the 
| Voice of Harpers, and Muficians, and of Pi- na 
! *‘ pers,and Trumpeters, fhall be heard no more a 
| ‘ at all in thee ; and no Craftfman, of whatfo- “ae 
ever Craft he be, fhall be found any more in f 
‘thee ; and the Sound of a Milftone fthall be | ae 
‘ heard no more at all in thee: And the Light ie 
of a Candle fhall fhine no more atall in thee: 
and the Voice of the Bridegroom, and of the 
‘ Bride, fhall be heard no more-at all in thee - 
‘ for thy Merchants were the great Men of the 
‘ Earth ; for by thy Sorceries were allNations 
* deceived. And in her was found theBlood of 
‘ Prophets, and’ of Saints, and of allthat were 
‘ flain upon the Earth.’ 
_ What univerfal Confternation and Horror, 
_ will then overfpread the Face of this whole 
_ Earth! We hada little Emblem of thisin that 
| awful Night, which we now commemorate : 
so shall the Coming of the Son of Man be,and 
| 
| 
| 
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fo fhall the Wicked flee, even as they fled be- 
fore the Earthquake. * ‘ They fhall go into 
‘ the Caves of the Earth, into the Clefts of the 
‘Rocks, and the Tops of the ragged Rocks, 
‘ for Fear of the Lord, and for the Glory of 
“his Majefty, when he arifeth to fhake terribly 
‘the Earth.’ Thusalfo the Vifion of the Pro- 
phetick Evangelift ; £ ‘ And I beheld when 
‘he had opened the fixth Seal, and lo, there 
‘ was a great Earthquake,and the Sun became 
‘ black as Sackcloth of Hair, and the Moon 
‘ became as Blood ; And the Stars of Heaven 
‘ fell unto the Earth, even as a Fig-Tree caft- 
eth her untimely Figs, when fhe is fhaken of 
a mighty Wind: And the Heaven departed 
as a Scrowl, when it is rolled together ; and 
every Mountain and Ifland were moved out 
of their Places: And the Kings of the,Earth, 
and the great Men, and the rich Men, and 
the chief Captains, and the mighty Men, and 
every bond Man, and every free Man, hid 
themfelves in the Dens, and in the Rocks of 
the Mountains ; and faid to the Mountains 
and Rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
‘Face of him that fitteth on the Throne, and 
‘ from the Wrath of the Lamb: For the great 
‘Day of his Wrath is come; and who fhall be 
¢ ableto ftand?’But where can they flyforShelter 
andSecurity inthisawful & tremendous Hour? 
¢ + Thine Hand,O Lord,fhall find out all thine 
‘Enemies ; thy right Hand fhall findout them 


* that 
* Ifai, ii, 1g. f Rev. vi. 12. + Pfal. xxi. 8. 
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‘that hate thee: Thou fhalt make them asa 
‘ fiery Oven in the Time of thineAnger : The 
‘ Lord fhall fwallow them up in hisWratb,and 
the Fire fhall devour them.’ { ‘ I*car,and the 
Pit, and the Snare are upon thee, O Inhabi- 
tant of the Earth. And it fhall come to pafs, 
that he who fleeth from the Noife of theFear, 
fhall fall into the Pit ; and he that cometh 
up out of the midit of the Pit, fhall be taken 
in the Snare : for the Windows from on high 
are open, and the Foundations of the Earth 
do fhake. TheEarth is utterly broken down, 
the Earth is clean diflolved, the Earth 1s mo- 
ved exceedingly. The Earth fhall reel to 
and fro like a Drunkard, and {hall be remov- 
ed like a Cottage,and theTranfgreflion there- 
of fhall be heavy upon it, and it fhall fall,and 
not rife again.’ Then the Righteous fhall 
becaught up to meet theLord in theAir ; there 
they fhall fit fecure, and abide under the Sha- 


ee a “ bay A” Cay nr Cay Cal a A ww A A 


dow of the Almighty. From thence they 


fhall look down with holy Triumph, behold 
the wonderful Works of God, and view the 


Defolations which he is making in the Earth. 


‘+ ‘The Lord alfo fhall rore out of Ziov, and 
‘utter his Voice ‘from Ferufalem, and the Hea- 
¢vens and the Earth fhall fhake: but theLord 
‘will be the Hope of his People, and the 
Strength of the Children of Vracl.’ * ‘The 
‘Mountains quake at him, the Hills melt, 

‘and 


| +t Ifai. xxiv. 17. + Joel iii. 16. * Nah, 1. 5. 
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‘and the Earth is burnt at his Prefence, yea, 
the World, and all that dwell therein. Who 
can ftand before his Indignation? and who 
can abide in the Fiercenefs of hisAnger ? his 

Fury is poured out hkeFire, and the Rocks 
are thrown down by him. TheLord is good, 
a {trong Hold in the Day of Trouble, and he 

*“knoweth them that truftin him’ Ifweare 

fo happy as to be of this bleffed Number, and 

have fecured this God for our Friend, in and 
thro’ our Lord thats Chrift ; we cel then look 
and long for this bleffed Hope, t his glorious 

Appearing ofthe great God, and our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift—We may rejoyce in all the To- 

 kens of his near Approach ; we may lift up > 
our Heads with Joy, for ourRedem ption draw- 
eth nigh.—We may be ardently defirous that 
this Appearance of the Son of Man fhould be 
haftened.—Why is his Chariot fo long in com- 
ing? Why tarry the Wheels of his Chariot ? 

Then may we unite, with Rapture, in that ani- 
mating Prayer of the Prophet, with which I 

clofe ; ¢ ‘ Oh that thou wouldft rent the Hea- 
© vens, that thou wouldf{t come down, that 

_* theMountains might flow down at thyPre- 

‘ fence ; as when the melting Fire burneth, the 

‘ Fire caufeth the Waters to boil; to make thy 

‘Name known to thine Adverfaries, that the 

‘ Nations may tremble at thyPrefence. When 
‘ thou didft terrible Things which we looked 
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© not for, thou cameft down, the Mountains 
© flowed down at thy Prefence. For fince 
‘the Beginning of the World, Men have 
not heard, nor perceived by the Ear, neither 
© hath the Eye feen, O God, befides thee, what 
he hath prepared for him that waiteth for. 
2 iaisaap 
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